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document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition 
or other means 

document published prior to the international filing date 
but later than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot 
be considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an 
inventive step when the document is taken alone 
document of particular relevance: the claimed invention cannot 
be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 
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C(C ntinuation). 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of dociunent, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to 
claim No. 



EP 862 A, (KUNZ) 7 March 1979 
See entire document 



AU 41010/97 A, (STARLIGHT SECURITY SYSTEMS PTY. LTD.) 23 April 1998 
See entire document 
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FOR FURTHER See Notification of Transmittal of International Preliminary 
ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/4I6). 
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(day/month/year) 


Priority Date (day/month/year) 
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28 January 1999 


28 January 1998 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




Int. CI/ E03F 5/04, 5/06 






Applicant 

1. REED,Selwyn 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36, 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 




II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 




V 


m 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
23 August 1999 


Date of completion of the report.^ 
29 November 1999 // 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX 200 

WODEN ACT 2606 AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address; pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 


Authorized Officer 

R. WEBER y 
Telephone No. (02) 6283 2546 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIAg^JlY EXAMINATION REPORT ^^ptemational application No. 

:T/AU99/00058 



1. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 

[x] the international application as originally filed. 
rn the description, 



I I the claims. 



pages 




as originally filed. 


pages 


9 


filed with the demand, 


pages 




filed with the letter of . 


pages 




as originally filed, 


pages 


> 


as amended (together with any statement) tmder Article 19, 


pages 


) 


filed with the demand, 


pages 


5 


filed with the letter of . 


pages 




as originally filed, 


pages 


9 


filed with the demand, 


pages 


9 


filed with the letter of . 



I I the drawings, 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of . 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 

which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (imder Rule 23.1(b)). 
I [ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, was on the basis of 
the sequence listing; 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

[ ] The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I [ the description, pages 
[ [ the claims, Nos. 
I I the drawings, sheets/fig 

[ I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70. 1 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



2. 



In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

I I restricted the claims. 

I I paid additional fees. 

I I paid additional fees under protest. 

I I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 



X 



This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 
68. 1, not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

I I complied with. 

[x[ not complied with for the following reasons: 

1 . Claims 1 to 20 are directed to A floor or grotmd waste assembly which allows selective location of an inlet within a 
waste body or selective positioning so that direct axial alignment is not necessarily required of the inlet and outlet 
pipes. 

2 . Claims 2 1 to 29 are directed to a grate assembly which includes an overflow tower and a perforated strained plate. 

Since the above-mentioned groups of claims do not share either of the technical features identified, technical relationship 
between the inventions as defined in PCT Rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the international application does not 
relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept. 

This authority did not invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees as there was no search report for the invention 
of the second group of claims and no meaningful opinion could be expressed on this group. 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 

examination in establishing this report: 

I I all parts. 

[x1 the parts relating to claims Nos. 1 to 20 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIJ^ARY EXAMINATiON REPORT ^international application No. 

^PcT/AU99/00058 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1TO20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


ITO 20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1 TO 20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and e?q)lanations (Rule 70.7) 

Novelty (N) & Inventive Step (IS) Claims 1 to 21 

The invention as defined in claims 1 to 20 is to A floor or ground surface waste assembly wherein the grate or appliance 
outlet may be positioned at any location within the periphery of the waste body, this allows for patterns or layouts of floor 
or ground cladding to be accommodated for also grate or appliance outlets need not align axially with under floor drainage 
plumbing. 

No individual citation or obvious combination of citations disclose these features. 
The closest art may be seen in:- 

DE 2109094 

WO 95/13434 

EP 862 

AU 41010/97 
Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims 1 to 20 
All claims are considered to be industrially applicable 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) COPPEJ 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Interaational applicad nNo. 
PCT/AU 99/00058 



Boxi 



Observations where certain claims were f und unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This intemationai search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 



□ 



Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



□ 



Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to 
such an extent that no meaningful intemationai search can be carried out, specifically: 



□ 



Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 
6.4(a) 



Box II 



Observations where unity of Invention is lacking (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 



This Intemationai Searching Authority found muhiple inventions in this intemationai application, as follows: 



1. 



Claims I to 20 are directed to A floor or ground surface waste assembly which allows selective locarion of an 
inlet within a waste body or selective positioning so that direct axial alignment is not necessarily required of 
the inlet and outlet pipes. 

Claims 21 to 29 are directed to a grate assembly which includes an overflow tower and a perforated strainer 
plate. 

I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemationai search report covers all 
' — * searchable claims 

I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
* — ' payment of any additional fee. 

I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemationai search 
— ' report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intemationai search 
report is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos,: 1 to 20 



Remark on Pr test [ [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

[ j No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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This Annex lists tiie known "A" publication level patent family members relating to the patent documents cited 
in the above-mentioned international search report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these 
particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information. 



Patent Document Cited in Search 
Report 






Patent Family Member 






WO 9513434 


AU 


81137/94 


AU 


39247/97 


BO 


100553 




CZ 


9601363 


EP 


728244 


EP 


814201 




EP 


S14202 


EP 


814203 


Fl 


96199S 




GB 


2283796 


GB 


2314394 


GB 


2314395 




HU 


74803 


LT 


96085 


NO 


961834 




NZ 


275873 


NZ 


329635 


PL 


314305 




SI 


9420067 


SK 


607/96 


MD 


960169 



END OF ANNEX 
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Azerbaijan 


GB 
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MC 
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TD 
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BA 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


GE 
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Republic of Moldova 


TG 


Togo 


BB 


Barbados 


GH 


Ghana 


MG 


Madagascar 


TJ 


Tajikistan 


BE 
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GN 


Guinea 


MK 


The former Yugoslav 


TM 


Turkmenistan 


BF 
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GR 


Greece 




Republic of Macedonia 


TR 


Turkey 


BC 


Bulgaria 


HU 


Hungary 


ML 


Mali 


TT 


Trinidad and Tobago 
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Benin 


IE 
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MN 
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UA 
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Brazil 
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US 
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CA 


Canada 
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MX 
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Japan 


NE 
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Viet Nam 
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vu 
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KG 


Kyrgyzstan 


NO 
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China 
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Romania 
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RU 
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Sweden 






EE 


Estonia 


LR 


Liberia 


SG 


Singapore 







